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Traditional Chinese painting tools and materials
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Main tools — brush, ink strick, liquid ink, paper, inkstone and pigments

Other tools: white felt, brush rolls, brush holder, porcelain plate, water container,
paper holder etc.
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——Hard brush (made by weasel hair, horse hair, rabbit hair, moustache hair, etc.)
“Lang Hao”is very springy, elastic and not good at keeping the water and ink in it;
good at showing the strokes’ power, easily controlled by basic students.
(These Brushs we need for this semester)

Brushes’ size we need for this semester:
Sizel 2.1cm long by diameter of 0.8cm
Size2 2.7cm long by diameter of 0.9cm
Size3 3.3cm long by diameter of 1.2cm
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——Soft brush (made by goat hair)
“Yang Hao” is soft and lack of elasticity , not easily controlled by basic
students, good at keeping the water and ink in it, used for washing color or ink.
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——Chinese brush made with a mixture of wolf's and goat's hair.
“Jian Hao” is flexible and water storing.
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——Long Chinese brushes head is slender, suitable for drawing thin and fine line,
and the line is powerful.
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——Short Chinese brushes’ head is round, short and fat, which is suitable for
painting the landscape, with thick lines and round and full dots.
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Ink: Pine smoke ink and oil smoke ink
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Burning pine branches or oil, and Collecting ash from burning smoke, then mix the
ash with glue of animal skin and some Chinese herbal medicine, made into ink sticks.
Pine smoke ink color slightly bluish, oil smoke ink color is black, glossy.

BLE Inkstone
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A good inkstone, the surface should be smooth, delicate, the weight should be heavy,
knock it sounds like metal, it is easy for grind out ink juice. The most common
Chinese famous inkstones are “She Yan” and “Duan Yan”.
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When grinding ink, the ink stick should hold straightly, grind slowly by doing circles
until the ink juice becomes thick. After grinding, the ink stick can’t be left on the
inkstone. The animal glue of the ink stick is very strong. When the ink getting dry, the
ink stick will stick to the surface of the inkstone, and will be really hard to separate
them. And the separation of the ink and the inkstone will damage the surface of the
inkstone. Beginning students can practice with bottle ink. If possible, it is worthy to
try grinding ink juice.
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A good quality ink usually is black enough and convenient for using.

48/E Paper/Xuan
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(traditional Chinese Xuan paper is made from the bark of mulberry, Chu, Sanya,
Qingtan, straw fiber, first year bamboo of its inside soft part’s fiber, etc.)
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——"“Sheng Xuan” is easy to infiltrate and has good water absorption
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——"“Shu Xuan” is prepared with alum water that it is impervious to water and.
completely water. (This paper we need for Course 2)
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——"Ban Sheng Shu Xuan” Its water absorption is not as good as “Sheng Xuan”.
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By controlling how much water in brush, it can present a very rich effect on different
Xuan paper, which is a very interesting and amazing part in Chinese painting. Paper,
ink, brush will give painter a very rich experience, and the combination of different
pen, ink and paper can produce a completely different experience even in the
expression of the same image.

(This paper we need for Course 1 Course 3 and Course 4)
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ikl Colors/ Pigments
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——Traditional Chinese painting pigments are made of natural plants and minerals.
Now because of the scarcity of many natural materials, natural pigments are
expensive. So as an exercise, you can use traditional Chinese color, Japanese color or
Chinese color that are chemical colors in tube.
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